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SUBJ: HONDURAN PRIVATE SECTOR VIEWS 

PRIVATE SECTOR BUSINESSMEN, CATTLEMEN, FARMERS, BANKERS AND 
PROFESSIONALS MET IN SAN PEDRO SULA ON 18 OCTOBER IN A SHOW 
OF STRENGTH AND UNITY IN ORDER TO MAKE PUBLIC THEIR VIEWS 
ON THE PRESENT ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL STATUS OF THE COUNTRY. 
SPEECHES WERE MADE BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL 
PRIVATE SECTOR GROUPS (THE HONDURAN PRIVATE BUSINESS COUNCIL 
-COHEP, THE NATIONAL INDUSTRIALISTS' ASSOCIATION-ANDI, AND 
THE CENTRAL AMERICAN FEDERATION OF PRIVATE BUSINESS ENTITIES 
-FEDEPRICA) AND BY SEVERAL OUTSTANDING MEMBERS OF THE 
HONDURAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY. THE GROUP AGREED TO PRESENT 
TO THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT THE FOLLOWING CONCLUSIONS 
WHICH WERE REACHED AT THE END OF THE MEETING: 

(A) THE FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM IS THE BEST MEANS TO PROMOTE 
THE COLLECTIVE WELFARE IN THAT THAT SYSTEM AFFIRMS THE 
FREE ACTIONS OF MAN IN HIS DECISIONS REGARDING THE BEST 
USE OF HIS CAPACITY AND INITIATIVE. 
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(B) THE CONCEPT AND PRACTICE OF THE FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM 
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HAS BEEN GREATLY HAMPERED BY THE PRESENT POLITICAL SYSTEM 
IN THAT NOW THE LIBERTIES OF INDIVIDUALS REST IN THE HANDS 
OF JUST ONE SECTOR (I.E. THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT); A SECTOR 
WHICH CANNOT COPE EFFECTIVELY WITH THE ECONOMIC STAGNATION 
WHICH NOW AFFLICTS THE COUNTRY. 

(C) A DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND ALL SECTORS OF THE 
NATION IS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE AND THAT ITS ABSENCE 

IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LACK OF CONFIDENCE WHICH AFFLICTS 
THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT. 

(D) THE UNANIMOUS OPINION OF THOSE WHO ATTENDED THE ASSEMBLY 
IS THAT THE DEVELOPMENT OF HONDURAS MUST NECESSARILY BE 
CARRIED OUT UNDER A DEMOCRATIC, FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM. 

SANCHEZ 
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